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CLINICS. 
HOSPITAL NOTES AND GLEANINGS. 


Cases of Injury to the Head.—There are 
now in St. Bartholomew's Hospital, under 
the care of Mz. WormaLb, several interest- 
ing cases of injury to the head. In reference 
to the first of which we shall speak, Mr. 
Wormald remarked to the students that no 
injury to the head, however slight, was to 
be considered unimportant, and that also 
many of the most apparently hopeless cases 
would terminate favourably. The subject 
of the first case was a man, aged about 20, 
who had received a blow on the left side 
of the anterior part of the frontal bone, de- 
taching the skin and stripping off the peri- 
osteum. The patient was not in the least 
stunned by the blow, and soon after receiv- 
ing the: injury walked two miles to see a 
surgeon, thus showing that in this case there 
was no inter-cranial lesion. A piece of bone 


, 





exfoliated, and the man had an attack of 
erysipelas. He has had, however, no cere- 
bral symptoms. The wound is healing, and 
he feels well. 

The next case was interesting in reference 
to several points. The patient, a woman, 
was 70 years of age. She fell, she says, 
fifteen feet, and pitched on the vertex. She 
was insensible, and continued more or less 
in a soporose condition for a fortnight. 
There was no depressed bone, and no 
bleeding from the ear. There was, how- 
ever, hemiplegia, showing that some lesion 
had been incurred within the skull, and 
probably, as it was limited to one side, this 
lesion was at some point in or on the surface 
of the opposite hemisphere. There were, 
however, no convulsions of the affected side 
which so often attend on irritation of the 
surface of the hemisphere. There was stra- 
bismus, probably from injury of the sixh 
herve, as there was no ptosis to indicate 
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that the third nerve was affected. The 
hemiplegia was on the left side; the face, 
arm, and leg were affected. It was not 
ascertained to which eye the defective mo- 
tion inducing strabismus was due. There 
was no deafness, no discharge from the ear, 
and the orbicularis had not been paralyzed, 
so that the paralysis was not due to lesion 
of the trunk of the portio dura. We know 
that in simple disease of the brain itself 
inducing hemiplegia the orbiculari always 
esvape, because the fibres of the portio 
dura supplying this muscle do not go so 
high up in the brain as the rest. In this 
case, then, there was probably either some 
disease on the surface or in the substance 
of the hemisphere, causing, as an apoplectic 
effusion would, paralysis on the opposite 
side. This patient, who was admitted on 
August 29th, is now nearly well. All that 
remains is a little weakness of the arm. 
The next case is at the other extreme of 
life. A boy, four years old, fell down and 
bruised his head a little above the position 
of the frontal eminence. He was a little 
stunned at first, but was soon, except for 
the wound, about the size of a sixpence, 
apparently well, and continued so for about 
ten days, when, rather suddenly, febrile 
symptoms came on, followed by insensi 
bility and convulsions. The convulsions, in 
this case, were limited to the left side of the 
body, being as usual the one opposite the 
injary. The convulsive attacks came on 
many times in the day for two or three 
days, and each paroxyem lasted about half 
an hour. Mr. Wormald ordered calomel 
tu be given three times a day. Under the 
use of this he rapidly improved. It was 
then discontinued, and he again relapsed, 
becoming again convulsed on the same side 
and inthe same manner. On resuming the 
calomel, these symptoms again subsided. 
The child has now only a little, or scarcely 
any, weakness of the left arm. There is 
no distortion of the mouth.— Medical Times 
and Gazette, November 2, 1861. 
Fractured Bones.—During the past year 
there have been admitted into his wards, at 
St. Bartholomew's Hospital, according to 
Mr. Suey (Lancet, Sept. 28), 321 cases 
of fractures in general—of which i9 were 
compound. The single week at Chrietmae 
last produced no less than 47 cases. Three 
eases of compound fracture appeared to 
demand amputation. In several others the 
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injury was great: some to muscles, while 
in some the bone was greatly comminuted. 
In four or five, hemorrhage followed either 
primarily or secondarily. Mr. S. quotes one 
case of some interest, arising from the great 
extent of the injury, which was far greater 
than would twenty years since have war- 
ranted the decision arrived at :— 

“ A man, aged forty-six, was admitted in 
December last with extensive laceration of 
muscles.and integuments of the lower end 
of the right forearm and comminuted frac- 
ture of both bones, caused by machinery. 
The question of amputation was one of 
difficulty, arising from the extent and cém- 
plication of the injury. I confess 1 was in- 
fluenced by the fact that the man was the 
father of a large family, and that the loss of 
his right arm would be fatal to his occupa- 
tion. He was a healthy man, of abstemious 
habits; and, moreover, I entertain a strong 
impression that the amputation of a limb— 
certainly of a forearm—may be undertaken 
with equal, if not greater, safety at the ex- 
p:ration of a few days as at the date of the 
accident. We have yet something to learn 
on the subject of ‘primary amputation.’ 
The forearm was ‘put up.’ Slight hemor- 
rhage from the radial artery occurred on the 
seventh day, and profuse on the ninth, 
when the artery was tied. The man was 
greatly reduced by the loss of blood, his 
vital powers being sustained for several 
days by brandy, in half-ounce doses, fre- 
quently repeated ; the quantity determined 
by the pulse. The man was discharged in 
the twelfth week from the date of his ad- 
mission, with a limb sufficiently restored to 
its natural functions for the resumption of 
his pursuits as a printer. 

“In weighing the question of amputation 
of a limb for serious injuries, there is some- 
thing beyond the amount of damage done 
to be taken into our calculation of the pro- 
bable future. I allude to the subject of 
constitutional health, whether primarily, or 
determined by the habits or occupation of 
the individual. These are questions not 
readily determined on early inquiry, and 
some days may elapse before the real power 
of the individual to avert or contend against 
disease is ascertained by the surgeon. The 
vital powers may suddenly fail at the time 
they are most required. I lost two cases of 
compound fracture of the leg, in which the 
extent of injury was far lees in degree than 
several uthers which ultimately recovered. 
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It may be said, I should have done well had ' 
I at once amputated these limbs, The result : 
proving fatal, doubtless the operation of im- 
mediate amputation would have presented 
an alternative, possibly a more favourable 
one; but this ex post facto reasoning is of 
little value when placed by the side of gene- 
ral principles, which proclaim aloud the 
paramount duty of the surgeon to save, and 
not to destroy. 

“Simple fractures of the leg I have treated 
commonly by means of the application of a 
large pillow whenever the displacement has 
been moderate. When great, or the frac- 
ture very oblique, with a tendency to re- 
traction, I have resorted to the cradle with 
side splints, a positive objection to which is 
the liability to protracted ulcerations of the 
heel. Of fractures of the leg of the more 
ordinary kind, some 35 cases have reco- 
vered thoroughly well by the application 
of the pillow, which is an efficient and by 
far the most comfortable agent I know in 
the treatment of this injury. A well- 


‘tion of the rectum, and it was found regu- 
larly impacted with solid hard lumps of 
feculent material. These Mr. Smith re- 
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odour.’ A drachm of the sulphate of mag- 
nesia was ordered every two hours, with 
the view of softening the motions. 

At Dr. Farre’s request, Mr. Smith (Mr. 
‘ Skey’s house-surgeon) made an examina- 


: moved with some difficulty, the spontaneous 
‘ evacuation of two large vesselstul quickly 


: following. From this time the patient pro- 
gressed favourably, and, under the influence 
of infusion of gentian, rapidly recovered his 
health and strength, and left the hospital. 

Although this case is one of a simple 
nature and by no means uncommon in prac- 
tice, it might have proved serious had the 
rectum been overlooked. —Lancet, Septem- 
ber 14, 1861. 

New Operation for the Radical Cure of 
Umbilical Hernia.—A large proportion of 
the infants who have exomphalos get well 
without any necessity for further surgicul 





made flock pillow will anaewer this purpose 
well. It should be of length sufficient to 
reach above the knee, and extend some 
inches below the foot. When bound on 
to the leg by means of four or five straps 
with buckles, which are drawn very tight, 
the pressure, as is well known, is diffused 
over the entire surface of the leg, and it is 
unproductive of pain or of such an amount 
of discomfort as to prevent sleep on the first 
night following its application.” 
Constipation from Supposed Obstruction 
of the Bowel: Importance of Examination 
Per Anum.—The following case is instruct- 
ive, as showing the necessity of examination 
per rectum, even when the obstruction of 
the bowel is supposed to be higher up. 
Luigi B——, aged nine years, was ad- 
mitted on the 25th of July last, with ob- 
struction of the bowels of five days’ dura- 
tion. He had had a similar attack six weeks 
before, which was successfully treated in 
thie hospital. On the present occasion per- 
cussion showed that the entire colon was 
filled, except its lower portion on the left 
side, and the supposition was that there 
might be an obstruction near the sigmoid 
flexure. Various aperients and enemata were 
administered without any effect. On the 
29th there was a very slight motion. Some 


assistance than may be implied in an ab- 
dominal bandage and pad. But there are 
some in whom the protrusion increases in 
size, who are very much troubled with 
colicky pains and flatulence, which prevent 
them wearing an effective belt, and whose 
chance of recovery under ordinary circum: 
stances seems very small. Mr. Barwell 
has for some time past performed in these 
cases a simple and very successful opera- 
tion, which, before attempting it on the 
human subject, he had tried on a retriever 
pup with good result. The following is an 
account of one of Mr. Barwell’s cases :— 

Sarah T—— brought a male child, aged 
thirteen months, to Mr. Barwell, at the 
Charing-cross Hospital, stating that a lump, 
which she was told was a rupture, kept get- 
ting larger; that the child was ill, seemed 
always in pain, was very fretful, did not feed 
properly, and got constantly thinner; and 
that, as she was going with her husband to 
Australia in about three weeks, she was 
desirous that something. should be done if 
possible, 

On examination, a hernia as large as a 
bantam’s egg was found, and when it was 
returned the opening readily admitted the 
‘finger. Mr. Barwell’s proposal of an opera- 
tion was accepted. Chloroform was ad- 
ministered, and the following performed :— 





sickness was present, and vomiting of mat- 
ter which possessed a slightly feculent 


The hernia having been returned, and a 
careful examination showing that absolutely 









































192 DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 
no abdominal protrusion remained, an assist- 
ant held his finger over the opening. The 
skin of the navel and surrounding part 
being pinched into a transverse fold, a bis- 
toury was thrust through, so as to make a 
longitudinal incision over or even into the 
sac, which was then freely opened, the 
tough remains of the umbilical vein turned 
upwards, and the ring exposed. There was 
now some little difficulty in keeping the 
bowel back, and yet allowing sufficient 
room for the furiher steps; but the spoon 
end of an ordinary grooved director was 
passed through the navel, and then held 
against the inner part of the opening—i. e., 
against the inside of the belly, stopping the 
hole internally instead of externally. Three 
silver sutures were then placed across the 
gap, the precaution being taken to seize 
each edge with forceps, and turn it forward. 
so as absolutely to see the point of the 
needle safely beyond all chance of wound. 
ing the bowel. When the sutures were all 
placed, but not fastened, the director was 
withdrawn, the wires were twisted, and the 
opening was seen to be satisfactorily closed. 
The external wound was also secured with 
silver sutures. 

February 16th. The child has been seen 
since the operation, and everything is pro- 
gressing favourably; is less fretful, and 
feeds better. 

March 2d. The external wound has healed 
soundly. The wires appear to cause no irri- 
tation, there being beneath the skin of the 
navel a hard but small fibrinous thickening, 
which covered them. The woman was 
going in two days to take the child with her 
to Australia — Lancet, Nov. 2, 1861. 


MEDICAL NEWS. 
DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


Alleged Deaths from Sulphuric Ether.— 
The committee appointed in February last 
by the Boston Society for Medical Improve- 
ment “to investigate the alleged deaths from 
sulphuric ether,” have published (Boston 
Med. and Surg. Journal, October 24, 1861) 
the result of their labours. They have col- 
lected the particulars of forty-one cases of 
alleged death from the inhalation of sul- 
phuric ether, and in the opinion of the com- 
mittee not one is fairly attributable to that 
agent; and hence they conclude that sul- 
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phuric ether is the safest anesthetic at 
present known. 

Poisoning by Aconite Successfully Treat- 
ed by Nux Vomica.—Dr D.D. Hanson re- 
lates (Boston Med. and Surg. Journal, Sep- 
tember 26, 1861) a case of puisoning in a 
coloured boy, five years of age, by aconite, 
successfully treated by tincture of nux vom- 
ica. Dr. H. expresses the conviction that 
nux vomica is a complete antidote to acon- 
ite, and conversely that aconite is equally 
an antidote to nux vomica. 

Medical Jurisprudence in its application 
tothe Practice of Medivine, Surgery, and 
Midwifery, in the United States.—Dr. 
Sreruen Smitu, Professor of Surgery in 
Bellevue Hospital Medical College, who 
has been collecting materials for a work on 
this subject for upwards of ten years, is now 
engaged in preparing the results of his la- 
bours in the form of a systematic treatise, 
and solicits the co-operation of the profes- 
sion in obtaining reports of trials of alleged 
mal-practice and the most recent judicial 
decisions, 

Dr. Sims.— Our skilful countryman 
Dr. Sims, we learn, is now in Paris. The 
Paris correspondent of the Lancet, under 
date of Oct. 22, writes that ‘‘a friend who 
saw him a l’auvre yesterday tells me that 
his dexterity is surprising. The operation 
in question was attended by MM. Ricord, 
Velpeau, Nélaton, and Jobert, all of whom 
were in admiration.” 

Professgr Gross’s System of Surgery.— 
We learn with pleasure that this work is 
now being translated into Dutch, and that 
it is to be shortly published in Holland. 


North American Medico-Chirurgical Re- 
view. — The November number for the 
present year of this journal contains the 


valedictory of the editor. Unhappily this 
publication, like so many kindred enter- 
prises, has been compelled to succumb to 
the pressure of the times. 
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Hemiplegia and Phthisis.—This kind of 
paralysis has been now and then observed 
in cases of phthisis, tubercular deposit in 
the brain being then suspected. A very 
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will observe that the mucous lining of the 
larynx is greatly changed from its normal 
state; that there is much infiltration into 
the tissues affected; and that these present 
signs of a general ‘‘engorgement,’’ with 
marks of ulceration. The lymph so abund- 
antly effused has taken on a puriform cha- 
racter—a good evidence of the acute nature 
of the affection. The epiglottis, too, is 
thickened and erect. The piece of quill 
occupies the site of the incision into the 
upper part of the trachea. 

Such, then, are the simple facts of an 
unlucky case. I suppose it must be con- 
ceded that the proximate cause of death was 
chloroform ; but, no doubt, the antecedents 
—the pathological antecedents—of our little 
patient had very much more to do with the 
sad and fatal termination recorded. 

Before I sit down, I would invite your 
attention to this small instrument. It is just 
possible it may be unknown to some few 
gentlemen present. The tracheotome, in- 
vented by, I believe, the late Dr. M. Hall 
is an excellent substitute for the ordinary 
scalpel, etc. With this very ingenious con- 
trivance, the performance of tracheotomy is 
indeed a very simple affair.—Jbid. 

Mortality among Infants in France.—At a 
recent meeting of the Academy of Sciences, 
Dr. Boucuuvr presented a statistical account 
of the mortality of children within a period 
of twenty years— viz.: from 1839 to 1859, 
taken from the registration of the Adminis- 
tration of Public Assistance. One of his 
tables comprises 48,525 children deposited 
at the Foundling Hospital; another table 
comprises 24,169 children sent to nurse by 
the Administration. The principal results 
at which our author arrives are as follows: 
1. Mortality among children in France 
amounts to one-sixth during the first year 
of life, while formerly it was one-fourth. 
2. Within the same period the mortality 
among males, taken alone, is one-fifth; 
among females, one-sixth. 3. Mortality is 
greater among the children of the poor than 
among those of the rich. 4. Cold weather 
increases the mortality of newly born in- 
fants; and in winter children cannot with- 
out danger be taken either to the mairie or 
the church. 5. Among foundlings the mor- 

. tality is 11 per cent. during the first ten days 
of life, and 55 per cent. within the first 
year. 6. Dry-nursing, or bringing up by 
hand, greatly increases the chances of death 
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among foundlings. 7. The mortality among 
children of the middle classes sent out to 
nurse is 29 per cent. within the first year. 
8. Within that period mortality is greater 
in the thirteen departments which lié around 
Paris than in any other department in 
France, and this is probably owing to the 
greater number of foundlings they contain, 
to the want of necessary care by the nurses 
who receive the children, and to the influ- 
ence of the endemical or epidemical dis- 
orders that prevail in the capital.—-.Wedical 
Times and Gazette, November 2, 1861. 

Hygiene taught in French Military 
Schouls.— Regular lectures on hygiene have 
lately been delivered at the St. Cyr School, 
in France, where young gentlemen are 
trained for commissions in the army. This 
innovation may have very beneficial results 
in initiating military officers into the prin- 
ciples of hygiene, which may, by them, be 
applied for the advantage of their men.— 
Lancet, Oct. 12, 1861. 

Ventilation of School Rooms.—‘‘It is 
most lamentable,” writes Dr. Laycock, ‘‘to 
see the overcrowding in preparatory schools 
for young children, usually held in what 
are or have been private houses, and in 
which the air-supply is wholly insufficient - 
for even maintaining health at all. Ifschool- 
masters were thoroughly imbued with the 
simple but fundamental truth, that more 
oxygen is necessary for the brain in action 
than in repose, they would never rest until 
they had secured for themselves and their 
charge at least as ample a supply of air in 
the class-rooms, as is thought necessary for 
the sleeping-rooms of paupers and prison- 
ers." — British Med. Journ., Sept. 21, 1861. 

Ventilation.—M. Tarptev, speaking of 
the ventilation of the Hépital Lariboisiére, 
by means of which 130 cubic metres of air 
are distributed to each patient per hour, and 
which has cost so large a sum of money, 
observed that this superb ventilation, joined 
with the other excellent hygienic conditions 
of the hospital, has not protected it from the 
invasion of infectious diseases, erysipelas, 
purulent diseases, puerperal fevers, etc., 
which decimate the other hospitals of Paris. 
—British Med. Journal, August 10, 1861. 

Epidemic Erysipelas.—This disease is 
now raging in the Paris Hospitals, and 
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that the third nerve was affected. The 
hemiplegia was on the left side; the face, 
arm, and leg were affected. It was not 
ascertained to which eye the defective mo- 
tion inducing strabismus was due. There 
was no deafness, no discharge from the ear, 
and the orbicularis had not been paralyzed, 
so that the paralysis was not due to lesion 
of the trunk of the portio dura. We know 
that in simple disease of the brain itself 
inducing hemiplegia the orbiculari always 
esvape, because the fibres of the portio 
dura supplying this muscle do not go so 
high up in the brain as the rest. In this 
case, then, there was probably either some 
disease on the surface or in the substance 
of the hemisphere, causing, as an apoplectic 
effusion would, paralysis on the opposite 
side. This patient, who was admitted on 
August 29th, is now nearly well. All that 
remains is a little weakness of the arm. 
The next case is at the other extreme of 
life. A boy, four years old, fell down and 
bruised his head a little above the position 
of the frontal eminence. He was a little 
stunned at first, but was soon, except for 
the wound, about the size of a sixpence, 
apparently well, and continued so for about 
ten days, when, rather suddenly, febrile 
symptoms came on, followed by insensi 
bility and convulsions. The convulsions, in 
this case, were limited to the left side of the 
body, being as usual the one opposite the 
injury. The convulsive attacks came on 
many times in the day for two or three 
days, and each paroxysm lasted about half 
an hour. Mr. Wormald ordered calomel 
to be given three times aday. Under the 
use of this he rapidly improved. It was 
then discontinued, and he again relapsed, 
becoming again convulsed on the same side 
and inthe same manner. On resuming the 
calomel, these symptoms again subsided. 
The child has now only a little, or scarcely 
any, weakness of the left arm. There is 
no distortion of the mouth.— Medical Times 
and Gazette, November 2, 1861. 
Fractured Bones.—During the past year 
there have been admitted into liis wards, at 
St. Bartholomew's Hospital, according to 
Mr. Suey (Lancet, Sept. 28), 321 cases 
of fractures in general—of which i9 were 
compound. The single week at Christmas 
last produced no less than 47 cases. Three 
cases of compound fracture appeared to 
demand amputation. In several others the 
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injury was great: some to muscles, while 
in some the bone was greatly comminuted. 
In four or five, hemorrhage followed either 
primarily or secondarily. Mr. S. quotes one 
case of some interest, arising from the great 
extent of the injury, which was far greater 
than would twenty years since have war- 
ranted the decision arrived at :— 

‘A man, aged forty-six, was admitted in 
December last with extensive laceration of 
muscles.and integuments of the lower end 
of the right forearm and comminuted frac- 
ture of both bones, caused by machinery. 
The question of amputation was one of 
difficulty, arising from the extent and cém- 
plication of the injury. I confess 1 was in- 
fluenced by the fact that the man was the 
father of a large family, and that the loss of 
his right arm would be fatai to his occupa- 
tion. He was a healthy man, of abstemious 
habits; and, moreover, I entertain a strong 
impression that the amputation of a limb— 
certainly of a forearm—may be undertaken 
with equal, if not greater, safety at the ex- 
p:ration of a few days as at the date of the 
accident. We have yet something to learn 
on the subject of ‘primary amputation.’ 
The forearm was ‘put up.’ Slight hemor- 
rhage from the radial artery occurred on the 
seventh day, and profuse on the ninth, 
when the artery was tied. The man was 
greatly reduced by the loss of blood, his 
vital powers being sustained for several 
days by brandy, in half-ounce doses, fre- 
quently repeated; the quantity determined 
by the pulse. The man was discharged in 
the twelfth week from the date of his ad- 
mission, with a limb sufficiently restored to 
its natural functions for the resumption of 
his pursuits as a printer. 

«Tn weighing the question of amputation 
of a limb for serious injuries, there is some- 
thing beyond the amount of damage done 
to be taken into our calculation of the pro- 
bable future. I allude to the subject of 
constitutional health, whether primarily, or 
determined by the habits or occupation of 
the individual. These are questions not 
readily determined on early inquiry, and 
some days may elapse before the real power 
of the individual to avert or contend against 
disease is ascertained by the surgeon. The 
vital powers may suddenly fail at the time 
they are most required. ‘I lost two cases of 
compound fracture of the leg, in which the 
extent of injury was far less in degree than 
several others which ultimately recovered. 
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It may be said, I should have done well had: odour.’ A drachm of the sulphate of mag- 
I at once amputated these limbs. The result : nesia was ordered every two hours, with 
proving fatal, doubtless the operation of im- ; the view of softening the motions. 
mediate amputation would have presented; At Dr. Farre’s request, Mr. Smith (Mr. 
an alternative, possibly a more favourable ‘ Skey’s house-surgeon) made an examina- 
one; but this ex post facto reasoning is of ; tion of the rectum, and it was found regu- 
little value when placed by the side of gene- larly impacted with solid hard lumps of 
ral principles, which proclaim aloud the ;feculent material. These Mr. Smith re- 
paramount duty of the surgeon to save, and ; moved with some difficulty, the spontaneous 
not to destroy. ‘evacuation of two large vesselstul quickly 
“Simple fractures of the leg I have treated ; following. From this time the patient pro- 


commonly by means of the application of a 
large pillow whenever the displacement has 
been moderate. When great, or the frac- 
ture very oblique, with a tendency to re- 
traction, I have resorted to the cradle with 
side splints, a positive objection to which is 
the liability to protracted ulcerations of the 
heel. Of fractures of the leg of the more 
ordinary kind, some 35 cases have reco- 
vered thoroughly well by the application 
of the pillow, which is an efficient and by 
far the most comfortable agent I know in 
the treatment of this injury. A well- 
made flock pillow will anawer this purpose 
well. It should be of length sufficient to 
reach above the knee, and extend some 
inches below the foot. When bound on 
to the leg by means of four or five straps 
with buckles, which are drawn very tight, 
the pressure, as is well known, is diffused 
over the entire surface of the leg, and it is 
unproductive of pain or of such an amount 
of discomfort as to prevent sleep on the first 
night following its application.’ 


Constipation from Supposed Obstruction 


gressed favourably, and, under the influence 
of infusion of gentian, rapidly recovered his 
health and strength, and left the hospital. 

Although this case is one of a simple 
nature and by no means uncommon in prac- 
tice, it might have proved serious had the 
rectum been overlooked. —Lancet, Septem- 
ber 14, 1861. 

New Operation for the Radical Cure of 
Umbilical Hernia.—A large proportion of 
the infants who have exomphalos get well 
without any necessity for further surgical 
assistance than may be implied in an ab- 
dominal bandage and pad. But there are 
some in whom the protrusion increases in| 
size, who are very much troubled with 
colicky pains and flatulence, which prevent 
them wearing an effective belt, and whose 
chance of recovery under ordinary circum- 
stances seems very small. Mr. Barwell 
has for some time past performed in these 
cases a simple and very successful opera- 
tion, which, before attempting it on the 
human subject, he had tried on a retriever 
pup with good result. The following is an 
t of one of Mr. Barwell’s cases :— 





of the Bowel : Importance of E. 
Per Anum.—The following case is instruct- 
ive, as showing the necessity of examination 
per rectum, even when the obstruction of 
the bowel is supposed to be higher up. 
Luigi B—, aged nine years, was ad- 
mitted on the 25th of July last, with ob- 
struction of the bowels of five days’ dura- 
tion. He had had a similar attack six weeks 
before, which was successfully treated in 
this hospital. On the present occasion per- 
cussion showed that the entire colon was 
filled, except its lower portion on the left 
side, and the supposition was that there 
might be an obstruction near the sigmoid 
flexure. Various aperients and enemata were 
administered without any effect. On the 
29th there was a very slight motion. Some 
sickness was present, and vomiting of mat- 
ter which possessed a slightly feculent 





Sarah T—— brought a male child, aged 
thirteen months, to Mr. Barwell, at the 
Charing-cross Hospital, stating that a lump, 
which she was told was a rupture, kept get- 
ting larger; that the child was ill, seemed 
always in pain, was very fretful, did not feed 
properly, and got constantly thinner; and 
that, as she was going with her husband to 
Australia in about three weeks, she was 
desirous that something. should be done if 
possible. 

On examination, a hernia as large as a 
bantam’s egg was found, and when it was 
returned the opening readily admitted the 
finger. Mr. Barwell’s proposal of an opera- 
tion was accepted. Chloroform was ad- 
ministered, and the following performed :— 

The hernia having been returned, and a 
careful examination showing that absolutely 
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no abdominal protrusion remained, an assist- 
ant held his finger over the opening. The 
skin of the navel and surrounding part 
being pinched into a transverse fold, a bis- 
toury was thrust through, so as to make a 
longitudinal incision over or even into the 
sac, which was then freely opened, the 
tough remains of the umbilical vein turned 
upwards, and the ring exposed. There was 
now some little difficulty in keeping the 
bowel back, and yet allowing sufficient 
room for the further steps; but the spoon 
end of an ordinary grooved director was 
passed through the navel, and then held 
against the inner part of the opening—i. e., 
against the inside of the belly, stopping the 
hole internally instead of externally. Three 
silver sutures were then placed across the 
gap, the precaution being taken to seize 
each edge with forceps, and turn it forward. 
so as absolutely to see the point of the 
needle safely beyond all chance of wound- 
ing the bowel. When the sutures were all 
placed, but not fastened, the director was 
withdrawn, the wires were twisted, and the 
opening was seen to be satisfactorily closed. 
The external wound was also secured with 
silver sutures. 

February 16th. The child has been seen 
since the operation, and everything is pro- 
gressing favourably; is less fretful, and 
feeds better. 

March 2d. The external wound has healed 
soundly. The wires appear to cause no irri- 
tation, there being beneath the skin of the 
navel a hard but small fibrinous thickening, 
which covered them. The woman was 
going in two days to take the child with her 
to Australia.—Lancet, Nov. 2, 1861. 


MEDICAL NEWS. 
DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE, 


Alleged Deaths from Sulphuric Ether.— 
The committee appointed in February last 
by the Boston Society for Medical Improve- 
ment “‘to investigate the alleged deaths from 
sulphuric ether,’’ have published (Boston 
Med. and Surg. Journal, October 24, 1861) 
the result of their labours. They have col- 
lected the particulars of forty-one cases of 
alleged death from the inhalation of sul- 
phuric ether, and in the opinion of the com- 
mittee not one is fairly attributable to that 
agent; and hence they conclude that sul. 
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phuric ether is the safest anesthetic at 
present known. 

Poisoning by Aconite Successfully Treat- 
ed by Nux Vomica.—Dr D.D. Hanson re- 
lates ( Boston Med. and Surg. Journal, Sep- 
tember 26, 1861) a case of poisoning in a 
coloured boy, five years of age, by aconite, 
successfully treated by tincture of nux vom- 
ica. Dr. H. expresses the conviction that 
nux vomica is a complete antidote to acon- 
ite, and conversely that aconite is equally 
an antidote to nux vomica. 

Medical Jurisprudence in its application 
tothe Practice of Medicine, Surgery, and 
Midwifery, in the United States.—Dr. 
SrerHen Smitu, Professor of Surgery in 
Bellevue Hospital Medical College, who 
has been collecting materials for a work on 
this subject for upwards of ten years, is now 
engaged in preparing the results of his la- 
bours in the form of a systematic treatise, 
and solicits the co-operation of the profes- 
sion in obtaining reports of trials of alleged 
mal-practice and the most recent judicial 
decisions. 

Dr. Sims.— Our skilful countryman 
Dr. Sims, we learn, is now in Paris. The 
Paris correspondent of the Lancet, under 
date of Oct. 22, writes that ‘‘a friend who 
saw him @ l’cuvre yesterday tells me that 
his dexterity is surprising. The operation 
in question was attended by MM. Ricord, 
Velpeau, Nélaton, and Jobert, all of whom 
were in admiration.” 

Professgr Gross’s System of Surgery.— 
We learn with pleasure that this work is 
now being translated into Dutch, and that 
it is to be shortly published in Holland. 

North American Medico-Chirurgical Re- 
view.— The November number for the 
present year of this journal contains the 
valedictory of the editor. Unhappily this 
publication, like so many kindred enter- 
prises, has been compelled to succumb to 
the pressure of the times. 
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Hemiplegia and Phthisis.—This kind of 
paralysis has been now and then observed 
in cases of phthisis, tubercular deposit in 
the brain being then suspected. A very 
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striking case of this kind has been pub- aah a as usual, and after twenty eight 
lished by M. Colin in the Gazette Hebdo-} days the patient went away perfectly cured, 
madaire of the 30th ult. The subject was } the bone having been completely repro- 
a young soldier, aged twenty-three, who} duced within that short period. The other 
upto the month of March, 1861, had en- } cases were of the same nature as the pre- 
joyed apparent good health. He had now } ceding ones. Dr. Demarquay also read a 
dyspnoea and cough, slight dulness on per- } paper on the same subject. One of his cases 
cussion, with some rough breathing, being ; was that of a young man of eighteen, who 
observed on the left apex. Almost con- ‘had a part of the humerus mortified, which 
stant headache was complained of, and the : had to be extracted by penetrating through 
patient was greatly excited during the severe ; the periosteum and a layer of newly-formed 
fits of pain, screaming aloud while the} bone. The other case was more remarka- 
paroxyems lasted. On March 24th deli- ; ble still, considering the depth of flesh to be 
rium supervened, and the headache was} traversed in order to reach the thigh- bone. 
worse than ever. The next day vision be- } Dr. Demarquay succeeded in making an 
came imperfect, and on the 26th facial par- | incision twenty centimetres in length, pene- 
alysis set in on the right side. On the 28th} trating through a layer of newly-formed 
there was complete amaurosis, and on the} bone, and extracting a piece of mortified 
30th the paralysis extended to the whole of} bone eleven centimetres in length. The 


the right side of the body. Death occured 
on April Ist. On a post-mortem exami- 
nation being made, a vomica which might 
have lodged a walnut was found in the 
right apex. In the brain, a few granula- 


tions were observed on the internal origin 
of the fissure of Sylvius. In the inferior 





angle of the torcular Herophili several tu- 


bercles were found, of a yellow colour, 


patient was presented to the Academy in a 
perfect state of recovery, only for the present 
walking with a stick ; before, his leg was 
bent back wards on the thigh, but it has since 
stretched out again to its natural position. — 
Medical Times and Gazette, Nov. 2, 1861. 

Spontaneous Cure of Opacities of the 
Lens.—At a recent meeting of the Vienna 


varying in size from four lines to an inch { College of Physicians, Professor JazcEr in- 


in diameter. There were altogether six 
tubercles sunk in the pulp of the cerebellum, 
. and a seventh placed on the surface of the 
cerebellar subatance. The volume of the 
mass of tubercles was about a third of the 
size of one of the lobes of the cerebellum. 

Regeneration of Bone.—M. Maisonneuve 
has recently laid before the French Academy 
of Sciences six new cases of the sub-peri- 
ostic section of bones. The first was that 
of a young woman of twenty-two, attacked 
with mortification of the diaphysis of the 
tibia. The piece of bone extracted was 
twenty eight centimétres (nearly a fvot) in 
length; the periosteum was preserved. The 
operation was effected on the 3d of July 
last, and the 15th of September the patient 
left the hospital with her leg as strong as 
before. The second case was that of a girl 
of sixteen, who, for the last eighteen 
months, had been suffering from a caries of 
the fifth metacarpian, and who, on the ad- 
vice of the schoolmaster of her village, had 
come to Paris, from the Department of the 
Ardennes, to have a new bone put in (such 





was her own expression). The diseased 
bone was extirpated, the periosteum being 


troduced two patients, one of whom suffered 
from an opacity of the cortical substance of 
the lens, which instead of spreading further, 
had remained stationary for a long time; in 
the second patient the opacity, after having 
existed for two years, had decreased in ex- 
tent, and at last entirely disappeared, it 
having undergone spontaneous retrogressive 
metamorphosis. This spontaneous cure of 
cataract occurs especially in young persons, 
where the general metamorphosis of matter 
is rapid, and where the opacity is super- 
ficial and confined to the cortical substance ; 
while the affection becomes stationary 
mostly in partial opacities, in congenital 
cataract, and in traumatic inflammation of 
the choroidea. In senile cataract, and in 
cases where the opacity is extensive, a re- 
trogressive metamorphosis can scarcely be 
expected, and a medical treatment can pro- 
mote the absorption of cataract in such 
cases only where we can remove the causes 
of the complaint, which is only possible in 
an exceedingly limited number of cases — 
Medital Times and Gazette, Sept. 14, 1861, 

Cataract Operations.—Dr. Rivavup- 
Lanvrav, of Lyons, publishes, in LZ’ Union 


. 
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Médicale of the 1st inst., very valuable 
statistics respecting 2317 cataract operations 
(extraction, couching, and tearing) per- 
formed by himself during twenty years. 
The author enters into many details which 
will prove extremely useful as a basis for 
ophthalmological conclusions. Of the main 
results, we may state that, out of the 2317 
operations by the three methods, 1921 were 
completely successful; 141 partially so; 
and 255 were failures. Out of the latter, 
however, the operation was tried again, 
and proved successful in 19 cases. As to 
the method of operating, the author finds 
that, by comparing the successful operations 
with the failures, the latter give nine per 
cent. for extraction, and thirty-nine per 
cent. for couching. Dr. Rivaud has, there- 
fore, almost given up couching, except in 
peculiar cases. Tearing failed only in five 
per cent. of the cases; but is only applica- 
ble in congenital or soft cataracts.—Jbid. 

Treatment of Ozena.—M. TRovssEau 
recommends the following powder, to be 
blown into the nostrils in cases of ozena: 
Calomel gr. xviii; red oxide of mercury 
gr. ix; powdered candied sugar Zss. A 
little of this should be blown in in children, 
or inspired by adults, six or seven times a 
day, after the nostrils have been cleansed 
of mucus by injections. The patient should 
take care not to swallow any of the mucus 
mixed with the powder that may escape 
into the fauces. M. Trousseau also uses 
the following injection: Bichloride of mer- 
cury 3iss; rectified spirits 3ij, gr. xv; dis- 
tilled water Zxiv. Half a teaspoonful of 
this is injected twice a day, mixed in a glass 
of warm water. The quantity of the mer- 
curial may be increased.—British Medical 
Journal, September 7, 1861, from Rev. de 
Thérap., June 15. 

Laryngitis : Death under Chloroform ad- 
ministered prior to and during Tracheo- 
tomy. By J. G. Davey.—The patient was 
a litle boy, aged 7 years, the son of a 
clergyman living at Thornbury. I saw 
him, for the first time, with Mr. Salmon, 
Surgeon, of that place, last Monday fort- 
night, about 3 A.M. At this time the 
symptoms of laryngitis were urgent; hut he 
was said to be better than he had been. 
The respiration was much oppressed, and 
of that peculiar crowing character which 





belongs to the disease ; the voice was husky 


, 
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and croaking, and very faint, reduced fre- 
quently to a mere whisper. There was 
occasional cough. On looking into the 
throat, the fauces and tonsils were seen of 
a bright scarlet colour. The pulse was hur- 
ried, about 120; the countenance anxious ; 
and the vital powers seemed oppressed. 
Hot baths, counterirritation, calomel, with 
emetics, were the means of treatment adopt- 
ed by Mr. Salmon. I advised the inhala- 
tion of hot-water vapour, the solution of 
nitrate of silver as a topical application, 
and an additional emetic of ipecacnanha 
wine. Wine and water, milk, beef-tea, 
and such like, were directed to be given in 
small quantities, and according to circum- 
stances. ; 

I met Mr. Salmon again, with Mr. Long 
and Mr. Gill, about 10 P. M. of the same 
day (Monday). It was our unanimous 
opinion that the little boy was not only 
much worse, but in the most extreme 
danger; and that tracheotomy offered but 
a slight chance of relief. After some un- 
avoidable delay, the operation was per- 
formed. Mr. Salmon was not very well, 
and he therefore asked me to operate for 
him: this I did. In addition to the assist- 
ance of Mr. Salmon, I had that of Mr. 
Long and Mr. Gill. The two last named 
gentlemen managed the administration of 
the chloroform. I need not add, that the 
chloroform was used in the most careful 
manner—i. e., diluted, as far as practicable, 
with the atmospheric air, and allowed to be 
inhaled very slowly. No time was lost in 
the several steps of the operation; the 
trachea was quickly opened, and the tube 
duly inserted. The rapid up-and-down 
movement (i. e., spasm) of the glottis, 
larynx, etc.—and which formed a particular 
feature in the case—was relieved by the 
inhalation of the chloroform; so that there 
was no kind of difficulty in fixing the tra- 
chea and incising it. However, the tube 
was scarcely within the trachea ere our 
patient gasped and died. Artificial reapira- 
tion was directly commenced, and con- 
tinued for about twenty-five minutes. Cold 
water was dashed on the face, and neck, 
and chest; and stimulants were externally 
applied; but with no effect. 

Forty-eight hours after death, an exami- 
nation of the body was made by Messrs. 
Long and Gill of Thornbury ; and I am 
afforded the opportunity of presenting for 
your inspection the diseased parts. You 
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will observe that the mucous lining of the 
larynx is greatly changed from its normal 
state; that there is much infiltration into 
the tissues affected; and that these present 
signs of a general ‘‘engorgement,’’ with 
marks of ulceration. The lymph so abund- 
antly effused has taken on a puriform cha- 
racter—a good evidence of the acute nature 
of the affection. The epiglottis, too, is 
thickened and erect. The piece of quill 
occupies the site of the incision into the 
upper part of the trachea. 

Such, then, are the simple facts of an 

unlucky case. I suppose it must be con- 
ceded that the proximate cause of death was 
chloroform ; but, no doubt, the antecedents 
—the pathological antecedents—of our little 
patient had very much more to do with the 
sad and fatal termination recorded. 
‘ Before I sit down, I would invite your 
attention to this small instrument. It is just 
possible it may be unknown to some few 
gentlemen present. The tracheotome, in- 
vented by, I believe, the late Dr. M. Hall. 
is an excellent substitute for the ordinary 
scalpel, etc. With this very ingenious con- 
trivance, the performance of tracheotomy is 
indeed a very simple affair.—Ibid. 

Mortality among Infants in France.—At a 
recent meeting of the Academy of Sciences, 
Dr. Boucuut presented a statistical account 
of the mortality of children within a period 
of twenty years—viz.: from 1839 to 1859, 
taken from the registration of the Adminis- 
tration of Public Assistance. One of his 
tables comprises 48,525 children deposited 
at the Foundling Hospital; another table 
comprises 24,169 children sent to nurse by 
the Administration. The principal results 
at which our author arrives are as follows: 
1, Mortality among children in France 
amounts to one-sixth during the first year 
of life, while formerly it was one-fourth. 
2. Within the same period the mortality 
among males, taken alone, is one-fifth; 
among females, one-sixth. 3. Mortality is 
greater among the children of the poor than 
among those of the rich. 4. Cold weather 
increases the mortality of newly born in- 
fants; and in winter children cannot with- 
out danger be taken either to the mairie or 
the church. 5. Among foundlings the mor- 
. tality is 1! per cent. during the first ten days 
of life, and 55 per cent. within the first 
year. 6. Dry-nursing, or bringing up by 
hand, greatly increases the chances of death 
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among foundlings. 7. The mortality among 
children of the middle classes sent out to 
nurse is 29 per cent. within the first year. 
8. Within that period mortality is greater 
in the thirteen departments which lié around 
Paris than in any other department in’ 
France, and this is probably owing to the 
greater number of foundlings they contain, 
to the want of necessary care by the nurses 
who receive the children, and to the influ- 
ence of the endemical or epidemical dis- 
orders that prevail in the capital.— Medical 
Times and Gazette, November 2, 1861. 

Hygiene taught in French Military 
Schouls.— Regular lectures on hygiene have 
lately been delivered at the St. Cyr School, 
in France, where young gentlemen are 
trained for commissions in the army. This 
innovation may have very beneficial results 
in initiating military officers into the prin- 
ciples of hygiene, which may, by them, be 
applied for the advantage of their men.— 
Lancet, Oct. 12, 1861. 

Ventilation of School Rooms.—‘‘It is 
most lamentable,” writes Dr. Laycock, ‘‘ to 
see the overcrowding in preparatory schools 
for young children, usually held in what 
are or have been private houses, and in 
which the air-supply is wholly insufficient - 
for even maintaining health at all. Ifschool- 
masters were thoroughly imbued with the 
simple but fundamental truth, that more 
oxygen is necessary for the brain in action 
than in repose, they would never rest until 
they had secured for themselves and their 
charge at least as ample a supply of air in 
the class-rooms, as is thought necessary for 
the sleeping-rooms of paupers and prison- 
ers.” —British Med. Journ., Sept. 21, 1861. 

Ventilation.—M. Tarviev, speaking of 
the ventilation of the Hépital Lariboisiére, 
by means of which 130 cubic metres of air 
are distributed to each patient per hour, and 
which has cost so large a sum of money, 
observed that this superb ventilation, joined 
with the other excellent hygienic conditions 
of the hospital, has not protected it from the 
invasion of infectious diseases, erysipelas, 
purulent diseases, puerperal fevers, etc., 
which decimate the other hospitals of Paris. 
—British Med. Journal, August 10, 1861. 


Epidemic Erysipelas.—This disease is 
now raging in the Paris Hospitals, and 
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several medical men and students have fallen } surrounding stations have succumbed to 


victims to it. The Gazette des Hépitauz 
states that in M. Voillemier’s wards alone, 
at Lariboisiére, a sister of charity and two 
students, both the latter externes, have died 
in a few days. 

Trinity College, Dublin.—Dr. RoBert 
Apams has been elected to the University 
Professorship of Surgery in this college, 
recently become vacant by the death of Dr. 
Cusack. 

Medical Students in the Prussian Uni- 
versities, in the Winter Session of 1860- 
61.—The number amounted to 825, viz : 
721 Prussians and 104 foreigners. The 825 
were distributed over the different universi- 
ties as follows: Greisswald, 136; Halle, 53; 
Breslau, 114; K6nigsberg, 102; Berlin, 311 
(240 Prussians and 71 foreigners); Bonn, 
109.— Med. Times and Gaz., Nov. 2, 1861. 


Medical Students in London.—It is stated 
(Lancet, Oct. 26) that 1116 students have 
registered this session as pursuing their stu- 
dies at the twelve metropolitan schools, 
against 1228 last year, showing a decrease of 
112. The number of new entries amounts 
to 344, against 483 of last year, exhibiting 
- a decrease of 139. 

Guy’s Hospital.—Mr. France has re- 
signed the office of ophthalmic surgeon to 
this institution. 

The Dublin Journal of Medical Science. 
—Dr. George Kidd, of Dublin, has become 
Editor of the Dublin Quarterly Medical 
Journal, in place of Dr. Neligan, who has 
carried it on for twelve years.—British Med. 
Journ., Sept. 14, 1861. 


Cholera in India.—The Indian journals 
received by the last mail, bring intelligence 
of fearful havoc in the ranks of our soldiers 
in India, by that terrible scourge, cholera. 
The Mofussilite, referring to the Meerut 
station says: ‘‘ Old and well remembered 
faces are momentarily passing from us. 
Those whom a few hours ago we met in 
familiar conversation are now no more. To 
convince any one that the cholera is preva- 
lent, it is only necessary for them to attend 
at the burial-ground before daybreak and at 
sunset daily. Within the last few days, 


several of the Europeans in this and the ? 








it.’—British Med. Journ., Sept. 14, 1861. 
Aérated Bread.—‘‘ When Dr. Dauglish's 
a€rated bread,”’ says the Medical Times and 
Gazette, November 2, 186], ‘‘ was first in- 
troduced to us, two or three years ago, we 
all welcomed it as an agreeable variety at 
the breakfast-table, and we regretted its dis- 
appearance. We shall be glad to hear that 
it is again brought into the market, although 
we must protest against some of the state- 
ments which have been published by too 
partial friends, both in favour of it, and in 
depreciation of the bread furnished by the 
regular baker. Science is very apt to be 
blinded when there is a commercial ele- 
ment involved. It is confessed by the ad- 
vocates of the aérated bread, that a very 
small quantity of organic matter in the 
water employed, sets a peculiar fermenta- 
tion going, and gives a musty taste to the 
bread. It is further alleged that the flavour 
of musty and inferior flour cannot be hidden 
by the aérating process, as it can by fer- 
mentation ; and these are serious reasons in 
favour of fermenting the poor man’s loaf, 
inasmuch as absolutely pure water and the 
best flour are not always accessible. More- 
over, itis alleged that from three to six per 
cent. of flour is spoiled in the common 
fermentation—a statement which requires 
confirmation. It is said, further, that the 
branny portions of the flour can be further 
utilized by the aérating process, whereas 
civilized man, by a universal instinct, 
chooses the whitest and most nutritious 
parts of the flour, and leaves the bran (spite 
of the nitrogenous composition of the cerea- 
lin which it contains) to animals with more 
capacious bowels and smaller brains. We 
shall be glad to see any improvement in 
bread-making ; but after all, it is of no use 
to argue about it; the stomach will decide 
the question; and we would remind specu- 
lators, that d-priori arguments in favour of 
food -are often set aside by the stomach, 
which is an organ with an obstinate predi- 
lection for the empirical philosophy.”’ 


New Sydenham Society.—The third an- 
nual general meeting of the members of the 
New Sydenham Society was held at*Can- 
terbury, on Thursday, July 25th; Dr. | 
Humphry, Vice-President, in the chair. 
The report and balance-sheet were read. 
The report showed that since the last 
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annual meeting the number of members 
had steadily increased, and the demand for 
the works already published by the society 
had been such, that the whole of the second 
edition of those for 1859 (making a total of 
3500) was exhausted. The society now 
numbers 3500 members; should the society 
reach 4000 members. it was calculated that, 
in addition to an Annual Fasciculus of the 
Atlas and the Year-book, three other printed 
volumes may be supplied for a single sub- 
scription. With regard to the Year-book, 
the council had the satisfaction of knowing 
that the general plan of their first volume 
had met the approbatiun of those for whose 
use the work is designed. Well aware that 
the attainment of anything like completeness 
‘is not to be hoped for, the council still con- 
fidently trusted that, should the society 
approve of its continuance, each recurring 
Year-book will be found to be an improve- 
ment on its predecessors. A considerable 
surplus of £1255 appeared in the balance 

sheet as remaining in the treasurer’s hands 
at the date of the audit. Of this sum more 
than £900 was then due, and had since 
been paid for the printing, etc., of the first 
Fasciculus of the Atlas, leaving about £400 
available for the current year. With this 
surplus the council trusted to be able, in 
addition to a second Fasciculus, to afford 
four volumes. During the year, the sum of 
£326 had been received from the treasurer 
of the former Sydenham Society, being the 
residuary amount remaining in his hands 
after the winding-up of its affairs.— British 
Med. Journ., Aug. 17, 1861. 

(Dr. Ricnarp J. Dunexison, 121 South 
Tenth Street, Philadelphia, is one of the 
Hon. Local Secretaries, who will receive the 
annual subscription (five dollars and a quar- 
ter, payable in advance), and distribute the 
works published. The duty and expenses 
on the volumes amount to about one dollar 
per annum, which must also be paid by the 
subscriber. ] 

Premiums for Infanticide.—Attention is 
called, in a recent number of the Lancet 


(Sept. 28th), to the injurious operation of 


Burial Societies upon the life-rates of the 
infantile population in England. Some 


5 


5 


3 


\ 
years since the evil from this source became} 
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lowed the public scandal caused by the 
many murders obviously due to the excited 
cupidity of parents who had entered their 
children in a number of burial clubs, have 
not been sufficient to check the evil. It 
exists now in a very palpable and horrible 
degree. A recent report of the Regis- 
trar of Friendly Societies in England fur- 
nishes some materials by which we can 
estimate its extent. Not only does it appear 
from the returns at his command, that in a 
healthy town, such as Preston, remarkable 
for the health and longevity of its inhabi- 
tants, four times as many children in the 
hundred die in the burial clubs as in the 
poor hovels of Dorsetshire labourers; but 
the mortality of children insured in the 
burial clubs of that town is considerab:y 
greater than that of those uninsured. Ac- 
cording to the official figures, 18 in 100 
children of the upper class annually die in 
Preston before attaining the age of five 
years; in the middle class, 36 or 37 per 
cent. In this same healthy district, while 
infants of labouring men outside the clubs 
die at the rate of 36 in the 100 before reach- 
ing five years, children of the same age 
who are insured in the burial clubs die at 
the rate of from 62 to 64 per cent. 

This serious revelation well supports 
many other facts known to sanitarians, 
tending to prove that the causes which 
hasten the decline of infantile life and give 
rise to the present excessive and opprobri- 
ous mortality amongst children are not 
purely hygienic and physical, but are of a 
moral and political character, concerning 
the statesman not less than the physician. 
The fact of any number of children of the 
poor being entered in a burial club insures 
a terrible increase in the proportion of 
deaths amongst them. There is no charge 
Sof direct and individual infanticide sub- 
} stantiated by this statement; but it would 
? appear that from the moment the death of a 
child is systematically contemplated and 
provided for, it is likely to be neglected or 
less anxiously watched, and its chances of 
life are diminished. 

The only remedy for this evil seems to be 
the abolition of burial clubs. 





Clerical Quackery.—The “ Siécle” has 


so glaring as to lead to the enactment of} the following: ‘‘ We often allude to the 
laws with a view to check it; but it seems? encroachments of the clergy upon the 
that the legislative restrictions which fol-} domains of medicine; and L’ Uniun Médi- 
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cale points out a fresh instance in its last 
number of this growing tendency to trans- 
_ form parish priests into physicians by means 
of little pamphlets containing infallible 
remedies for all sorts of maladies—such as 
hernias, palpitations of the heart, aneurism, 
erysipelas, complaints in the chest, hydro- 
phobia, sprains, &c., and even maladies 
peculiar to the other sex.’’ A remedy for 
jaundice, discovered by a certain Abbé P—-, 
is as follows (the Abbé writes to a patient 
no doubt): ‘‘I can communicate to you a 
remedy J have employed against jaundice 
with the greatest success. I have already 
tried it on one of my sisters. Her skin was 
as yellow as an orange, so I took a live eel, 
placed it round her throat like a necklace, 
and then stitched the animal’s head and tail 
together. In twenty-four hours the eel had 
sucked out ull the humours, and become 
quite yellow, and the cure was complete.” 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


who certify that they have employed them 
with success.” 

Osrrvary Recorv.—Died in Dublin, on 
the 14th of October, Witt1am Tacerr, 
F.R.C.S.1.; the cotemporary and fellow- 
student of Cusack, Marsh, Porter, Harri- 
son and Montgomery, after a protracted 
illness, in the 68th year of his age. As an 
hospital surgeon and lecturer, positions 
which he filled for a number of years, with 
the greatest success, Mr. T. did much to 
elevate Irish surgery. 

—recently at Val-de-Grace, Paris, at 
the early age of 46, Gasrparp Leronarp 
Scrive, Chief Inspector of the French 
Army. M. Scrive was Surgeon-in-Chief 
Sof the French Army during the Crimean 
War, of which campaign he has published 
an interesting surgical history. He pos- 
sessed great administrative abilities com- 














““We might,” adds the Siécle, ‘‘ quote} bined with a comprehensive knowledge of 
two hundred receipts of the same value— ‘the practical duties of his profession and 
(N. B. This journal kindly abstains from 3 great dexterity in the performance of surgi- 
so doing)—all prescribed by ecclesiastics, ‘cal operations. 
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